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Florence Crittenton enrolling girls for the fi rst all-girls public charter high school
School boasts small class sizes, highly accredited teachers

Girls in the Valley now have 
an opportunity to attend the 
fi rst all girls public charter high 
school.  On August 8, Florence 

Crittenton will open the new Girls Leadership 
Academy of Arizona (GLAA).

Housed at Florence Crittenton’s main 
campus in central Phoenix, the school will 
ensure every girl has access to the highest 
level of academic and social supports.  GLAA 
will offer a college preparatory education 
in conjunction with a strong emphasis on 
developing the leaders of tomorrow.  Students 
will earn college credit for some classes 
while also earning high school credits and 
participate in a curriculum that is designed 
specifi cally for and made relevant to girls.

“The Girls Leadership Academy of Arizona 
was inspired by a vision that all young women 
have the opportunity to develop as leaders,” 
said Yvonne Watterson, Head of School.  “The 
only single gender educational options in the 
Valley are private schools, which may be cost 
prohibitive to families with lower or mid-level 
incomes.  Now there is an academically 
competitive option that is completely free.”

Research shows there are benefi ts to single 
gender education, including high academic 
achievement, more self-confi dence and in the 
case of minority students, increased college 
enrollment.  All teachers employed at GLAA 
hold an Arizona teaching certification.  
Additionally, two faculty members hold the 
prestigious National Board Certifi cation.

(continued on page 3)

The continuing mission of Florence Crittenton is to give every girl whose life we touch safety, hope and opportunity.



FROM THE

ch ie f  execut ive of f icer
There’s just something 

about spring – the 
promise of a new 

beginning, a new hope, a 
new opportunity to make 
things better.  Just as the 

greenery begins to burst 
forth with new life, Florence Crittenton is also 
busy with changes. 

The most noticeable change you are bound 
to see is the transformation of our new Girls 
Leadership Academy of Arizona (GLAA).  I am 
truly excited for this change.  This is the 
culmination of a vision to give girls a new 
opportunity to excel and to create their own 
futures.  Girls Leadership Academy of Arizona fills 
the gap for girls who want to learn leadership 
skills, earn early college credits and get hands-on 
experience through service learning.  If you 
haven’t read the front cover story, I encourage 
you to do so.

As I enjoyed the inspiring words of Gerda 
Weissmann Klein at our annual Teaming Up For 
Kids Luncheon in March, I was struck by the sea 
of supporters that surrounded me.  More than 
900 people took time from their busy schedules 
to attend this event and demonstrate their belief 

in our mission and work.  Their generosity and 
commitment to the young girls in our programs 
made this the most successful luncheon in the 
event’s nine-year history.

Not too long ago someone asked me, “why 
does supporting Florence Crittenton matter?”  The 
answer came to me easily.  Supporting Florence 
Crittenton matters because girls matter.  They 
are the mothers, the workers and the leaders of 
tomorrow.  As their needs continue to evolve 
and grow, so must Florence Crittenton.

In this time of renewal and growth, we simply 
cannot do what we do without your support.  
Whether you join our Crittenton Society, 
volunteer or support the Teaming Up For Kids 
Luncheon, you help us provide the much-needed 
counseling, education and job training to give 
girls brighter futures.  Thank you for sharing in 
our mission.

Best wishes,
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About Us
Florence Crittenton has served Arizona girls and young women for 115 years.  Our mission is to give every girl 
whose life we touch safety, hope and opportunity.  We provide programs and services to help girls, ages 10-21, 

with issues of severe abuse and neglect and help them become successful adults in our community.



(continued from page 1)

Girls Leadership Academy’s 
curriculum will include Girl 
Meets World, a research based 
and highly effective tool for 
leadership used in Oprah 
Winfrey’s Leadership Academy 
for Girls in South Africa.  Each 
student has a teacher/advisor 
and will participate in a weekly 
advisory program to ensure their academic success. Community 
service projects will also be incorporated into the curriculum.

The dynamic learning environment is enhanced through carefully 
selected partnerships including: ASU W.P. Carey School of Business, 
Teach for America, AZ Quest for Kids, Junior Achievement of 
Arizona, YWCA of Phoenix, Mi Familia Vota and the Arts Coalition.

To learn more about 
GLAA or to enroll,
contact Jennifer Miller, 
director of school and 
community engagement, 
at 602.288.4552 or 	
visit www.glaaz.org.

3

GLAA What students are saying about GLAA:

“Girls Leadership Academy of Arizona will help me
develop into the strong, independent and

bright young woman I know I am.”
“I hope for a chance to better myself at GLAA so I can

become an excellent student and in the future,
a prosperous writer.”

“I am a leader and I can help lead GLAA into having
a strong and memorable history.”

“This school will be an opportunity for me to be
successful in college and make a better life

and future for myself.”
What parents are saying about GLAA:

“I believe the program will reinforce my daughter’s
leadership skills and challenge her to the next level.”
“Having a small amount of students means more

one-on-one student attention.”
“I like the fact that it is an all-girls school... I also like that

Girls Leadership Academy of Arizona offers
so many great opportunities.”

A Florence Crittenton Initiative



programs

Florence Crittenton’s core programs provide individual, group and family 
counseling for girls and young women faced with challenging and destructive 
situations while promoting responsibility, accountability, education, job readiness, 
positive parenting skills and fi nancial literacy.

In addition, Florence Crittenton is expanding its programs to have an even greater 
impact by focusing on public education, with the launch of Girls Leadership Academy 
of Arizona in August 2011.

By supporting Florence Crittenton and our programs, you give at-risk girls the skills and 
resources that stay with them throughout their lives.  Please use the enclosed reply envelope 
and continue your critical support.  Or go to www.fl ocrit.org and donate online.

Announcements
BHHS LEGACY FOUNDATION

Florence Crittenton is grateful 
for the $50,000 grant from BHHS 
Legacy Foundation, an Arizona 
charitable nonprofi t organization 

whose philanthropic mission is to enhance the quality of life and 
health of those it serves.  Their grant allows Florence Crittenton 
to provide medical services for girls in the Therapeutic Group 
Home and Transitional Living programs, as well as students 
enrolled at the new Girls Leadership Academy of Arizona.

FREEPORT-MCMORAN COPPER AND GOLD FOUNDATION

Freeport-McMoRan Copper 
and Gold Foundation 
recently awarded Florence 

Crittenton’s Girls For A Change Program a $20,000 grant.  This 
grant will empower young women in schools throughout 
Maricopa County to create and lead social change projects in 
their own communities.  

APS
Thank you to APS, a long-time supporter 
of Florence Crittenton, for its generous 
award of $15,000.  This grant will provide 
program support for the agency and help 

pay for printing services.

MAKE YOUR DONATION GROW

Many local and national companies encourage 
their employees to make gifts to charitable 
organizations.  Here’s what you may not 
know... they also go one step further by 
matching employee donations!  In fact, a lot 
of companies will match dollar-for-dollar, 
possibly more.  Is your company one of 

them?  Talk to your human resources department to fi nd out if 
your company will match your gift to Florence Crittenton!
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INTERVENTION

• Therapeutic Group Home – four 
10-bed cottages provide a safe haven for 
200 girls ages 10-18 annually and includes:

– Counseling services
– On-site medical services
– Education
– Basic needs

• Girls Ranch – a group home for up to 
six pregnant and/or parenting girls ages 
12-18, who need:

– Independent living skills
– Parenting and/or childcare skills training
– Housekeeping skills

PERMANENCY

• Transitional Living Program – safe, 
affordable housing for girls ages 17½-21 
who are aging out of Arizona’s foster care 
system and includes:

– Money management training
– Job training and counseling
– Educational planning

• Community-Based Services –  
individualized, home-based skills development 
and case management that helps nearly 
500 youth achieve self-suffi ciency either 
via Life Skills or Independent Living 
programs that teach:

– Goal setting and decision making
– Money management
– Educational planning
– Career planning and job seeking
– Housing

PREVENTION

• Mentoring

– Girls For A Change – a community-
based volunteer mentor program  
that empowers teen girls to create  
and lead social change in their own 
communities

– WINGS – a volunteer mentor program 
that matches approximately 45 at-risk 
girls annually with responsible, caring 
adult women from our community



Crittenton Society Members’ Gifts Support Core Programs

community suppor t

Florence Crittenton’s board 
has a leadership initiative to 
raise $1.5 million over the 
next four years to sustain 
and strengthen our most 
basic programs and services.  

By joining Crittenton Society, you can help 
reach this goal.

Simply stated, you can make a positive 
difference in a young girl’s life.  Don’t take 
our word for it; take Denise’s:

“ I used to think life had no purpose... 
that there was no hope for me.  I came 
here in November 2010 from a juvenile 
detention facility.  Before that, I was 
living on the streets worrying every day 
what was going to happen to me.

That all changed when I arrived at 	
Florence Crittenton.  Staying focused on 
what I had to do was very hard at first.  
Fortunately I realized that all you have 
to do is try.  I started really putting 	
effort into what I was doing.

It paid off.  The time I lived in the 	
Therapeutic Group Home really helped 
me. I am very proud of myself.  I’m so 
glad I came here.  I believe anyone can 
make a change and transform herself 
into a better person.”

Through your Crittenton Society 
membership, you have the opportunity to 
build a strong community by supporting and 
strengthening thousands of young women 
and their families each year.  You also belong 
to a leadership group of individuals and 
families who are dedicated to sustaining 
Florence Crittenton’s continued service to 
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LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Ina Manaster, Chair
Rebecca Ailes-Fine, Interim Chair 

Theresa Dwyer-Federhar
Sue Fletcher
Jill Krigsten

Denise McClain

Rebecca Ailes-Fine, Interim Chair 
of Crittenton Society

at-risk girls in our community.  Their goal 
is to help these young women and their 
families become self-sufficient adults.

Your annual gift of $1,000 or more to Florence 
Crittenton makes a difference and changes lives 
for the better.  For more information, please 
contact Bill Schmidt, Florence Crittenton’s Annual 
Giving Manager at 602.288.4583.



events & fundra isers

Presenting Sponsor 
The Arizona Republic/azcentral.com 

Empowering Kids
University of Phoenix 

Giving Hope
Clear Channel Radio 
Ina & Murray Manaster 

Providing Opportunity
Bank of America 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona 
Jacquie & Bennett Dorrance 
Gila River Gaming Enterprises, Inc. 

Ensuring Safety
Rebecca Ailes-Fine & Peter Fine 
Julia Burke, In Loving Memory of Madena Stewart 
DF Enterprises 
Sue Fletcher 
Florence Crittenton Auxiliary 
Globe Corporation 
Major League Baseball 
Meridian Bank 
Kathy & Chuck Munson 
Nancy & Robert Spetzler 
Wells Fargo 

Table Sponsors
3TV 
Anonymous
Missy Anderson/Jinger Richardson 
Arizona Diamondbacks 
Oonagh Boppart 
Nancy & Marvin Brody 
Robin Burgess 
Libby Cohen 
Lee & Mike Cohn
Cochise Companies 
Cox Communications
Crescent Crown Distributing 
DMB Associates, Inc. 
Theresa Dwyer-Federhar & Andrew Federhar 
Elite InSource, LLC 
Equanimity 
Amy Flood & Larry West 
Fry’s Food Stores/Phoenix Coyotes 
GoDaddy.com 
Cathy & Greg Hardwick 
Helios Education Foundation 
Helix Properties 
Barbara & Dick Helstrom 
Henkel Consumer Goods, Inc. 
Rona & Allan Kasen
Jill Krigsten/Mari Lederman
Kutak Rock, LLP 
Debbie Leeb 
Leah Lewis 
Lincoln Strategy Group 
Lowry Hill 
Barbara & Hugh Lytle 
Ben Lytle 
Tracey & Larry Lytle 
M&I Wealth Management 
Magellan of Arizona 

Julie McCollum
Merrill Lynch 
Blair & Bubba Moffett 
Neiman Marcus 
Northern Trust 
Barbara & Don Ottosen 
Phoenix Suns 
Radcliff Consultants 
Scottsdale Insurance Company 
Sleep America 
St. Joseph’s Hospital & Medical Center 
Cathy & Mo Stein
The Private Bank-Bank of Arizona 
United Phoenix Firefi ghters Association 
UPS 
Laura & Michael Wagner 
Christi Warner-Beyer/Libby Cohen
Wick Pilcher Insurance
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Thank you to the following sponsors who made our 9th Annual Teaming Up For Kids Luncheon a slam dunk! 

TUFK Silent Auction Co-Chairs

Meghan Cox (left) and Blair Moffett 

(right) pose with Bill Walton

Gerda Weissmann Klein addresses 
900 TUFK guests

Keynote Speaker

Bill Walton

HOPE Award Recipient
Gerda Weissmann Klein 

Amount Raised

$573,958!
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In-Kind
3TV 
Arizona Biltmore 
Arizona Foothills Magazine 
BBJ Linen
Bolt Security Guard Services 
CBS Outdoor 
Clear Channel Outdoor 
Clear Channel Radio 
Cochise Companies
Dillard’s 
Do Me a Favor 
ExecuCar 
Fox Sports Arizona 
frontdoors 
Image-Industry Photographer Scott Foust 
Independent Newspapers 
Jeff Cools Productions, Inc. 
Linda Land 
Latino Perspectives 
Phoenix Home & Garden 
Phoenix Woman Magazine 
P.S. Studios, Inc. 
The Ellman Companies 
West Valley Magazine 
WHO! International Designs

Special Gifts
American Express 
Banner Health 
Booth Ranches 
Kay & Brad Casper
Crescent Crown Distributing 
Sue Clark-Johnson 
Carrie Hall
Bruce T. Halle Family Foundation 
Hazel Hare 
Haven Charitable Foundation
Ken & Randy Kendrick 
Merrill Lynch/Larry Lytle 
Martha & Richard Melman 
Louise Moffett 
Moreno Family Foundation 
Beverley Muench 
Tim & Willy Kid’s FUN-dation
XTRA Sports 910

Special Thanks
Shutterfl y 
University of Phoenix

2011 Event Co-Chairs
Rebecca Ailes-Fine
Kathy Munson

Honorary 2010 Past Chairs
Robyn Callihan
Libby Cohen
Kathy Harris

Committee Members
Trisha Anthony
David Bauer
Nancy Brody
Robin Burgess
Laura Capello
Katy Clark
Michelle Clarke
Meghan Cox
Apryl Erekson
Blanca Esparza-Pap

Amy Flood
Barbara Garganta
Judi Glass
Joelle Hadley
Jennifer Kaplan
Barbara Lytle
Tracey Lytle
Ina Manaster
Carole McManus
Blair Moffett
Meredeth Moss
Sophia Nicholson
Lauren Pemberton
Scott Schaefer
Willa Schneider
Bobi Seredich
John Slater
Michelle Snyder
Cathy Stein
Nicole Traynor
Carrie Walker-Ostroski
Christi Warner-Beyer

Save the Date! The 10th Annual Teaming Up For Kids Luncheon is set
for Thursday, March 1, 2012 at the Arizona Biltmore! 

Attendees Jan Lewis and Carrie Hall

Event co-chair Kathy Munson, HOPE Award recipientGerda Weissmann Klein and event co-chair Rebecca Ailes-Fine

Guests at the University of Phoenix table



heels  for hea l ing
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715 West Mariposa Street
Phoenix, AZ 85013
(602) 274-7318
www.flocrit.org

Your Gift 
Changes Lives!

Your gift helps girls 
overcome issues you 
cannot even begin to 

imagine.  It gives girls dealing 
with traumatic events the 
support and confidence they 
need to become successful, 
independent and contributing 
members of our society.  In 
essence, your gift matters!

Our mission at Florence 
Crittenton is to give every girl 
whose life we touch safety, 
hope and opportunity.  We 
teach young women to become 
champions of their own lives, 
treating every girl as if she 
were our own daughter.

 We can’t do it alone – we 
need your help.  Donate today 
and help give safety, hope 
and opportunity to the girls 
in our community who need 
it most!

Visit www.flocrit.org 
or call 602.288.4555 	
to make your gift.

Bargain hunters, get ready... 					   
the biggest event for Flo’s on 7th is on its way! 

Heels for Healing gives fashionistas the opportunity to find fabulous shoes 
and handbags.  From designer and vintage to casual and dressy, shoppers can 
browse (and buy!) a wide-range of amazing items.  Best of all, all proceeds from 
the sales at Flo’s benefit Florence Crittenton’s programs, which heal the effects 
of abuse and neglect experienced by young girls and their families.

To help us prepare for the big day, 
Flo’s on 7th is accepting donations of 
new and gently used shoes and handbags 
now until July 22.  Help make Heels for 
Healing a success and receive a tax 
deduction at the same time!

Call 602.254.7861 for details.
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Heels for Healing
July 23, 10AM-6PM

4116 North 7th Avenue
(Indian School & 7th Ave.)

Phoenix, AZ 85013


